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In order for a piece of work to be successful, 
the author must impose a ghostly presence. 
The equation between this theory and 
the theme Macro and Me leads to a 
representation of the artist's work on 
an infinitely small compared to the immensity 
of the environment. The photographer is 
a transmitter of echoes, adding his own 
orchestration.
While the magic in Jordan landscapes 
imposes its strength, the physical being of 
the photographer puts the size of man in 
perspective to the world. As a contradictory 
act of humility and as a proclamation, it is vital 
for the artist to struggle against the unceasing 
question of existence. Will is the fire starter of 
a work of art.
What makes the difference in a photograph 
is its thickness regardless of the weight of 
the paper. It takes shape in the ability to 
transform the image. The artist starts with 
an observation, a feeling, an occurrence or a 
dream, which he attempts to embody. This is 
what provides justification to the existence 
of creation. Emotion, an indefinable melody 
feels like a wave of warmth in the desert that 
cannot be captured with tools. As Charles-
Henri Gros, director of the Institut français, 
states, culture is a trilogy of knowledge, 
thought and emotion.

Thierry BOUËT, photographer.

I’m here

  

Thierry BOUËT, photographer
After graduating in Law, Thierry Bouët starts practicing professional photography by assisting fashion 
photographer Tony Kent. Later on he becomes Art Director at Studio Harcourt. He then finds the 
independance he is looking for by collaborating with international magazines. In 1995, he exhibits «Hotel 
People», exploring the stories of lifelong hotel residents.The success of this first convinces him to produce 
his own work. In 2000, he is voted «One of the five best photographers in the World» by GQ Magazine. Since 
then, his exhibitions travel around the world, presenting an ironic study of human beings behavior, their 
relationships and their social backgrounds.
He is granted the chevalier des Arts et des Lettres honor in 2011. 

Photographer Thierry BOUET chose to include himself in each of the 17 following 
landscapes so as to illustrate the theme of the festival: Macro & Me. Find him!

Wadi Rum desert. This rock, round as a planet, embedded in the sand, catches my eye.  
For a moment, I own this planet and I cherish the pleasure of peace.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET
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Qasr al-Kharaneh. Attracted by this design, I climb this cube planted in the desert while I hear the 
command of my own humility to stay ashore.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

  

Around Irbid. Historically being the old attic of Jordan,  
I meet with this field of holy trees.
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Alone in Petra, this achievement allows my mind to teleport itself into time.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

Azraq Castle where I am searching for Lawrence of Arabia.



9

Institut français in Jordan / 3rd March 2013

Pistachio tree in Al Bigaaouiyeh where I follow the steps of the Prophet.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

Along the ecosystems in Dana, I discover a garden  
where manhood defies the savagery of nature.
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Just like history  I am dragging on around the site of Petra.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET
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The Dead Sea is full of salt and stories.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

The Baptism site is certainly the smallest landscape  
of this series related to great history.
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The Golan Heights in which rocks vibrate of human greed.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

Between Wadi Rum and Petra. On the road.
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Wadi Araba. Just like baron Italo Calvino, highly perched, I settle in a tree.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

Mukawir. John the Baptist was beheaded in this temple a night of festivities.  
Only later do I realize that subconsciously I have lost my head, my mind there too.



19

Institut français in Jordan / 3rd March 2013

The church being built on the Baptism site gives forever a face that will never be the same.
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I’m Here by French photographer Thierry BOUET

Umm Qais. The main street there runs towards the Mediterranean. All roads lead to Rome.
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Al Qadisiyya. In this city that has no historic past, a restaurant feeds me dinner for free for no 
apparent reason. I feel extremely honored. That’s what Jordan is like.
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T he Institut 
français in Jordan 

(IFJ), located, since 
1963, on the cultural 
hill of Jabal Webdeh, 
witnessed the fast 
evolution of the 
Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan. In fifty years 
- such a short period 
of time in the scale 
of History - Jordan 
experienced huge and 
intense changes. Within 
half a century, the 
Jordanian population 
grew by 6.5 and the city 
kept expanding. 

I n fifty years the IFJ 
welcomed nearly 

a hundred and fifty 
thousand students 
and probably more 
spectators who 
attended our events, 
as well as the many 
readers who have taken 
advantage of our library. 
It is a fact: since 1963, 

many of you have kept 
in memory and heart a 
clear image of your stay 
at the Institut français. 

O n the occasion of 
this half-century, it is 

you, that the IFJ is willing 
to celebrate. It is you, that 
the IFJ wishes to thank for 
the messages of sympathy 
and encouragement you 
gave us through time. 
Moreover, we would be 
keen in publishing your 
stories and anecdotes 
so as to maintain and 
share this common 
memory. Thanks to the 
quality of the work that 
has been done by the 
successive staff members 
and teachers, the IFJ 
has become what it is 
today. We are grateful to 
all of them, ancient and 
new colleagues, and we 
actually warmly thank 
them today on your 
behalf.

T o celebrate this 
anniversary 

properly, the IFJ had to 
develop and expand 
in order to welcome 
in better conditions, 
those who, each year, 
push the doors of the 
“Markaz”. This is done: 
The Café des lettres 
et des images will 
soon open. Come for 
a visit, for a snack or 
a drink! Have a look 
at one of our 10,000 
books at the library! 
Come and read French 
daily newspapers on 
digital tablets! The 
brand new theatre 
(“Markaz Theatre”) offers 
130 seats and is now 
open! The number 
of classrooms has 
increased. A multimedia 
training room is 
available and Campus 
France desk welcomes 
Jordanians wishing to 
study in France.

T  he 2013 events 
will contribute 

to celebrate this half-
century. In addition, 
a special concert by 
French renowned singer, 
Jane Birkin - organized 
with our partner 
InterContinental-Jordan, 
also celebrating its 50th 
anniversary - will be held 
on March 19th at the Al 
Hussein Cultural Center 
/ Ras Al Ain. Free tickets 
for this exceptional 
concert will be available 
within a few days at the 
IFJ reception desk (in the 
limit of available seats).

I f one of the IFJ 
mission is to promote 

French language by 
offering language 
courses and access to 
French examinations 
throughout the year, the 
“Markaz” also intends to 
maintain and develop 
the links between 

nevertheless want to 
do it right, along with 
you and along with the 
precious support of 
partners such as Greater 
Amman Municipality, 
the Ministry of 
Culture, the Ministry 
of Education (and its 
French Department), as 
well as Air France-KLM, 
InterContinental-Jordan 
and Société Générale 
Banque de Jordanie. 
The IFJ also wishes to 
thank its media partners 
who contribute to the 
success of its activities: 
Beat FM, Mood FM, 
Mazaj FM, Roya TV, TV5 
Monde, VIVmag, Layalina 
magazine, Al Rai, Jordan 
Times and Al Rai Center 
for Studies. We are 
ready for a second half-
century by your side! 

Charles-Henri GROS
Director of the Institut français 

in Jordan

our both countries, 
so that the notion of 
cultural exchange goes 
beyond the concept 
to become reality: a 
true combination of 
knowledge, thoughts 
and emotions. Therefore, 
for the past few years, the 
Franco-Arab Film Festival, 
the French Gastronomy 
Week, the Image Festival 
and Animae Musica 
(Sacred Music Festival) 
have been attempting 
to drive authentic and 
professional artistic 
exchanges.

D riving this strategy 
for change, we 

are aiming at raising 
the standard of our 
institution to line it up 
with your expectations, 
after half a century of 
drastic changes Jordan 
went through.  
Aware that more always 
needs to be done, we 

Half a century
by your side 

Many Thanks to: 
Dr Khaled Shogran, director of Al Rai Center for Studies, Samir Barhoum, editor-
in-chief of the Jordan Times, graphic designer Bassam Hamdan, Ahmad Zalloum 
Thierry Bouet, Carl Diner, Mu’ath Freij, Pauline et Thibaud de l’IFPO, Christian Augé, 
Peugeot, Airfrance-KLM, InterContinental-Jordan, Guides: Ali Zabalia, Adelsalam, 
Raed Khawaldeh,  Mahmoud Bani Moustafa

A lRai Center for Studies (ARCS), an independent research agency affiliated with the 
Jordan Press Foundation, work in accordance to a vision aiming at "setting the basis 

of an enlightened thought relying on more knowledge and deeper understanding". The 
center aims to achieve its mission through organizing seminars, conferences and lectures 
and conducting researches and studies on strategic and development issues on strategic 
and development issues. The center also seeks to present an objective and comprehensive 
interpretation of the political, economic and cultural events impacting Jordan in particular 
and the Arab region in general in a way to help create a stat of social enlightenment on 
several issues and support the process of drifting policies and  decision making locally and 
regionally. The center contributes to serving the comprehensive development process 
in various fields through its comprehensive development objective, comprehensive and 
analytic studies on all political, economic, social and cultural events taking place locally and 
internationally.

I n this endeavor to raise awareness and speak knowledge in society, the center aims, 
through its various activities, to boost public awareness on several issues, overcome 

obstacles hindering the social development and enhance the comprehensive development 
process in the political, economic, social and cultural spheres.

F ollowing up on international developments and changes, and publications in all fields of 
human thought, communication and interaction worldwide is also another major task 

of ARCS whose various activities are centered around providing decision making institutions 
and possible scenarios about various issues and events, taking into consideration the "right to 
know" principle.

I n order to achieve these goals, the center works on translating several intellectual 
achievements, the center seeks to  document all sort of human interaction with other Arab 

and International search centers.

I n such a context lies the center's contribution to publishing "Emotions" supplement for the 
3rd year, which comes as part of the Image Festival organized by Institute français and in 

partnership with Darat Al Tasweer , Greater Amman Municipality and the Rencontres d’Arles. 
In general, the project aims at boosting cultural exchanges between Jordan and France on 
the one hand, and between journalists at AL Rai and The Jordan Times and their French peers, 
on the other, through meetings and field visits arranged by Al Rai Center for Studies for the 
French photography team. We hope that the supplement, which is not anymore the first step 
in a series of projects to be jointly implemented between Institut français and AL Rai Center 
for Studies, will offer the Jordanian public and journalists at Al Rai and The Jordan Times the 
opportunity to see several Jordan's landscapes through the eyes of others. 

AlRaiCenter
For Studies



Light fares 
 by

Purchase period before 15 March. Travel out of Amman from 1 March to 30 June 2013.
Subject to availability and conditions. Contact us at: 06-5100777.

airfrance.com.jo
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