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SPECIAL ISSUE

N N I PA S   
AT SALT 

Julien Mignot/Tanguy Bizien/Vincent Catala/  
Camille Rousseau/Christophe Caudroy

In collaboration with: 
Mohamed Aljomaily/Razan Fakhoury/Nadia Bseiso

Georges Perec says: “To wander in a foreign city is 
not an easy thing to do: we tend to go back, afraid 
of getting lost, and we gladly limit ourselves to the 
main arteries” .

So where do we start from?

“I am here” said Thierry Bouët last year in this 
same supplement. We could answer “There 
we are”, together, lost, as a start. We take our 
stance trying to follow the rhythm imposed by 
the city; round, insisting, circular. Each goes his 
own way looking for what he’s missing. A city 
is always a sound and visual background which 
captures you once you are there. Our guides are 
the sounds, voices, sensations and the people 
who come to meet us.

We submerged ourselves in Salt and its outs-
kirts for six days, with a daily desire to come 
back to grasp more subtly the movements, at-
mosphere and lights. 

Each day, while travelling from Amman, we felt 
a peaceful and tranquil city; which is also rest-
less. 

Salt carries within it the composure of an an-
cient capital that quietly faded away while Am-
man shone. Salt is like an absent heart, the ori-
ginal artery of a country; but a heart that never 
stopped beating.

Tanguy Bizien 
Author / NNIPAS 

emotions
16th March 2014 

How to discover a city? Where to start from?
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“Back from Salt. Exhausting our 
emotions through the city. Beauty 
of light in the evening”.

Credits : C. Caudroy
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“Contrasting sceneries. Difficult  
terrain, yet, harmony”.

Credits : V. Catala

“In Salt, stairs are an invitation to play. 
On the way back from school, this is 
the moment to release the pressure for 
children”.

Credits : J. Mignot
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“Khamisiny weather, the city is melting 
into the dust”.

Credits : C. Caudroy
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“In the Salalem area, workers are building 
up a house. It’s a story of how people are 
related to the city”.

Credits : N. Bseiso
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“ From Al Salalem to Old City. Strong eyes on a 
childish face. A local young man driving by”.

Credits: N. Bseiso
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“Darkness reflects the 
trend of people abandoning 
the old houses and 
architecture of Salt”.

Credits : M. Naif
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“Inside the Latin Church. This nun, native to 
Salt, has been here for a very long time. Her 
kindness is like candles, calm and quiet”. 

Credits : N. Bseiso
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“ Subtle details, light density”.

Credits : V. Catala
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“Frames in the frame, presence and 
silence”.

Credits : V. Catala



16

NNIPAS - « There we are »  together in Salt 

“The light on the face 
is like hope for the 
preservation of old 
houses”.

Credits : M. Naif
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“Impossible to see Nablus from «Road 
 6» during those 6 days”.

Credits : C. Caudroy
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“On the heights of the city, we meet a 
family in a popular area. They accept to 
pose for a picture or two. The girl hesitated 
at first, then agreed to be photographed”.

Credits : J. Mignot
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“Jordan in its depth”.

Credits : V. Catala
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NNIPAS is the acronym for 
« Nous N’Irions PAs Si… » (We Would 
Never Go To If…)

NNIPAS is composed of three photo-
graphers (Vincent Catala, Christophe 
Caudroy, Julien Mignot), one artist 
illustrator (Camille Rousseau) and one 
author (Tanguy Bizien). Plus our spe-
cial guest for this edition, Kim Coiffier 
(fashion designer).

NNIPAS’ protocol is simple: to get fami-
liarized with a certain place for a few 
days, usually a city, where we would 
not have gone to if we had not been 

together and if a master of ceremony 
had not imposed it on us. 

The ambition of NNIPAS is to deliver an 
interpretation of a place by proposing 
a visual, graphic, textual and audio uni-
verse created from the situations expe-
rienced and felt by the participants; to 
bring about a world by mixing different 
media and material of expression within 
a collective creation. It is the situations 
that will determine the course of the 
stories, which will come together to 
form just one story, that one “would 
never have gone to if…”

On February 28th, in the evening, 
Charles-Henri Gros, director of the 
Institut français in Jordan and master 
of ceremony handed us a cardboard 
folder in which we found four letters : 
S.A.L.T, our destination. Before getting 
there, we agreed to collect a maximum 
of traces right from the beginning : 

sounds, videos, photos. It was neces-
sary to document our journey besides 
what would be kept and shown on the 
occasion of the exhibition. We would 
also need to provide some material 
to Ebene Quartet, who, between two 
concerts in the US, would create a me-
lody for us. Same thing in Paris, where, 
Alexander, sound engineer, would 
mix voices and different atmospheres 
that would be sent to him. NNIPAS is a 
project that involves numerous ener-
gies in the hope to render, as closely as 
possible, the vibrations of a place.

On March 2nd, we discovered Salt, in 
the company of Nadia Bseiso, Mo-
hammad Nayef and Razan Fakhouri, 
Jordanian photographers. For six days, 
we walked throughout the city and 
its outskirts. We lost one another, we 
bumped into each other, and, in the 
evenings, we gathered to try to ponder 
on the scenography for the exhibition 

taking place at Zara Center Gallery 
and at Dar Al-Anda Gallery down from 
which we discovered and decided 
to get creatively nested in a house 
that once belonged to a resident of 
Salt. This deserted space became our 
workshop. The quartet is weaving its 
melody, Alexander is composing the 
soundtrack. We are picturing projec-
tions, light effects, links between texts 
and drawings, sounds and spaces. The 
opening day approaches and slowly 
but surely, and ever so gently, Salt 
appears, it begins to reveal itself. Here 
are 24 pages with images and words, 
but this is only a glimpse at what 
remains to be seen in the exhibition 
(Zara Centre Gallery / Wadi Saqra & 
old Salti house below Dar Al Anda 
Gallery in Jabal Webdeh - from 14th to 
31st of March 2014).

Full information on: 
 www.ifjordan.com

  

  

In July 2013, I went on a mission to Arles - south France - 
to attend the famous Rencontres d’Arles, which has been, 
since last year, a prestigious partner of our young Image 
Festival. For the first time in Arles, the Institut français in 
Jordan presented the work of Jordanian photographers 
that were selected in Amman the previous March, on the 
occasion of the Night of the Year. There, Julien Mignot, a 
photographer of NNIPAS Collective, offered to be their 
next “Master of Ceremony”. Organizing a NNIPAS artistic 
residency in Jordan, under the theme “Together”, was, ob-
viously, promising.

But, where would I send NNIPAS team? In which area in 
Jordan? It has been almost four years that, to my utmost 
delight, I have been living here. Which territory should I 
ask them to illustrate? I went almost “everywhere”. I took 
so many small paths in the Hashemite Kingdom, which is 
so dear to me. Then, like a child, I colored the map of Jor-
dan: “If I went to a specific area, I would color it”... And guess 
what? Under my eyes, Salt appeared. For nearly four 

years, Salt had escaped me. On the map, the city was not 
colored. What a mistake I had committed! NNIPAS would 
help me catch up this error.

Because Salt has more to teach us about Jordan than any 
guidebook published abroad. Because Salt is a crucial city 
if one wants to understand the soul of Jordan. Because 
Salt is a city for which people fought, over centuries. Be-
cause, after it ceased being the capital city, all attention 
got diverted from Salt. Because Salt has this special flavor 
of the places that changed their destiny, places that stop-
ped being what they were to become something else.

“Together”, we dedicate the fourth edition of the supple-
ment “Emotions” to the city of Salt. These images have no 
other ambition than to give back to Salt what belongs to 
it, today and for a long time.

Charles-Henri GROS 
Director of the Institut français in Jordan  

Like a child, I colored the map of Jordan

W h a t  i s
N N I PA S

©Julien Mignot

Al Rai Centre for Studies introduces a special supplement today as 
part of activities to celebrate the 4th International Image Festival, 
held this year under the theme “Together”. In preparation for the 
new edition,  dubbed “Emotion”, French journalists and photogra-
phers have paid a visit to Jordan earlier this year in cooperation with 
the French Cultural Centre, Al Rai and The Jordan Times dailies to 
depict the public life of one of the country’s vivid cities; Al Salt. The 
supplement will be published in Arabic and English languages to 
enable citizens to view Jordan from a different perspective. 

Al Rai Centre is an independent research agency affiliated with 
the Jordan Press Foundation, work in accordance to a vision 
aiming at “setting the basis of an enlightened thought relying on 
more knowledge and deeper understanding”. The centre aims to 
achieve its mission through organizing seminars, conferences and 
lectures and conducting researches and studies on strategic and 
development issues. The centre also seeks to present an objec-
tive and comprehensive interpretation of the political, economic 
and cultural events impacting Jordan in particular and the Arab 
region in general in a way to help create a state of 

social enlightenment on several issues and support the process 
of drafting policies and decision making locally and regionally. 

The centre contributes to serving the comprehensive develop-
ment process in various fields through its presentation of various 
objective, comprehensive and analytic studies on all political, 

economic, social and cultural events taking place locally, regio-
nally and internationally.  
In its endeavour to raise awareness and spread knowledge in so-
ciety, the centre aims, through its various activities, to boost public 
awareness on several issues, overcome obstacles hindering the 
social development and enhance the comprehensive development 
process in the political, economic, social and cultural spheres. 

Following up on international developments and changes, and 
publications in all fields of human thought, communication and 
interaction worldwide is also another major task of ARCS whose 
various activities are centered around providing decision-making 
institutions with the most recent studies, alternatives, interpre-
tations and possible scenarios about various issues and events, 
taking into consideration the “right to know” principle.

 In order to achieve these goals, the centre works on shedding 
light on local, Arab and international issues, challenges and 
problems through conducting studies and polls and organizing 
lectures, workshops, seminars and conferences or any other  in-
tellectual interactive means in addition to publishing reports and 
researches all with the aim of analyzing all aspects of human acti-
vities and the course of events taking place locally, regionally and 
internationally. Moreover, through translating several intellectual 
achievements, the centre seeks to document all sorts of human 
activity which serve in maintaining coordination and interaction 
with other Arab and international research centres. 

Alrai center for studies Al Rai Center for studies:
Dr Khaled Shogran/Hanada Khataybeh/ 
Majdi Abu Quadier/Ahmad Zalloum

Jordan Times: 
Samir Barhoum/Ica Wahbeh/laila azzeh

Institut français: 
Rachel/Alexia/Hassan/Orouba/Shara

SAE Institute Amman:
Farouq/Fadi/Faris/Njoud/Khaldoun

NNIPAS Exhibitions: 
Claude Zoumot/Abeer Ghoussous/Ma-
jdolin & Zeina Al Ghoul

Team in Paris: 
Alexander Mazwell/Alexandre Delanoe/
Julien Champarnaud/Ebene Quatuor/ Ya-
ron Herman/Mickael Croutonche/Lionel 
Pierres/Amaury Chardaux/Marco Pier-
rard/ Francis Cepidouse/Marie-Laure/
Karo/Processus Team/Rachel McGivern

Amman Team: 
Linda Khoury/Dareen Khoury/Pascale 
Weeks/Suma Shalbak/Nada

Partners: 
AirFrance - KLM/Peugeot - Europe Car/Inter-
Continental – Jordan/Grand Hayatt Amman

Special Thanks to:
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